
St. John’s Parish Mission Statement
St. John the Evangelist of Wahpeton, a Catholic
community of faithful stewards, uniquely gifted, is
committed to living fully a spiritual life.   We
accomplish this mission by:
†  Celebrating a sacramental life;

†  Being a hospitable, generous, faithful, and forgiving 
    people;
†  Serving as a renewing community of life and love;

†  Supporting all people in their journey toward the    
     Kingdom of God.

Parish Goal One
To have functioning, inspiring and welcoming religious
grounds that will meet the present and future needs of
the parish and community by developing and
implementing a plan for addressing the education
facility needs. 

Parish Goal Two
To promote continual spiritual growth and fuller
participation throughout the parish.  We will obtain
this goal by researching, developing and implementing
a renewal process; developing effective methods for
evangelization; developing effective methods for
increasing participation by all; promoting enrollment
in the parish school and by creating effective
communication tools. 

WEEKEND EUCHARIST
At Saint John’s Church

Saturday, 5:30 pm 
Sunday, 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, 7:30 pm

The Nativity of the Lord                     Decemb er 25, 2011

     

     Artist - Isaac Wohlers - grade 4

Almighty Father, you have sent your Spirit to build up the Church you
established through your Son, Jesus Christ.  Formed by your love, we
form our children.  Send Your Spirit upon Saint John’s Center for School
and Religious Formation..  By your grace may our work bear fruit in the
hearts and lives of our children and all of your people.  Form us in our
faith and in our work, all for the greater glory of your name.  Amen.

Baptism: Baptism Renewal/Preparation is required with each new baby.   Experienced
parents encourage new parents.  Next preparation will be in January.  Contact
the Parish Office at 642-6982. 

Confirmation /
    First Eucharist: April 28, 2012

Rite of Christian For the un-baptized and those seeking full communion with the Catholic 
Initiation of Adults: Church.  For information, contact the Parish Office at 642-6982.

Reconciliation: Saturday, 4:00 p.m. at St. John’s, or by appointment. Call 642-6982.

Marriage: Arrangements must be made at least 6 months in advance. 
 Please call the Parish Office at 642-6982. 

Sacrament of the Sick: Hospitalization or serious illness, please contact one of the priests for Sacrament
of the Sick at 642-6982.

Pastoral Care: If you are homebound or hospitalized, Eucharist will be brought to you. 
Contact the Parish Office at 642-6982.

Registration: If you are new to the Wahpeton Community,  please register by 
contacting the Parish Office at 642-6982.
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 SAINT JOHN’S                     Bulletin Deadline : Wednesdays at Noon                         NEWMAN  CENTER
FUNERALS: To support our parish family in its grief, regular daily Mass,
whenever possible will be transferred to the hour of the funeral.  + + +

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S PARISH       

Saturday, December 24 th    - Vigil of Christmas
Scripture: Is 62:1-5 / Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 / Mt 1:1-25
5:30 pm EUCHARIST ++ Jeanne Morken and Margaret Leinen
Sunday, December 25 th   - The Nativity of the Lord / Christmas
Scripture: Is 9:1-6 / Ti 2:11-14 / Lk 2:1-14 (Mass at Midnight)
11:15 pm Caroling to Christmas
12:00 Midnight EUCHARIST + Meagan Berg
Scripture: Is 62: 11-12 / Ti 3:4-7 / Lk 2:15-20 (Mass at Dawn)
7:30 am EUCHARIST People of the Parish  (Rosary at 7:00 am) 
Scripture: Is 52:7-10 / Heb 1:1-6 / Jn 1:1-18 (Mass during the Day)
9:00 am EUCHARIST ++ Earl Ziegelman and Cheryl Kubela
11:00 am EUCHARIST ++ Harold and Mary Formaneck
NO 7:30 pm EUCHARIST                  
Monday, December 26 th    - Saint Stephen, first martyr   
   Parish Office Closed
Scripture: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 / Mt 10:17-22   
NO EUCHARIST at St. John’s
NO BIBLE STUDY   
Tuesday, December 27 th  - Saint John, apostle and evangelist      
Scripture: 1 Jn 1:1-4 / Jn 20:1a, 2-8
5:30 pm EUCHARIST + Cappy Rieber
NO RCIA
Wednesday, December 28 th    - The Holy Innocents, martyrs
Scripture: 1 Jn 1:5–2:2 / Mt 2:13-18     
7:00 am MORNING PRAYER
7:30 am EUCHARIST   + Bernice Caspers
8:00 am - 12:00 noon CENACLE OF LIFE PRAYER  
10:00 am EUCHARIST (Leach) + Stanley Blazek
Thursday, December 29 th    - The Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas /
Saint Thomas Becket, bishop and martyr 
Scripture: 1 Jn 2:3-11 / Lk 2:22-35
7:00 am MORNING PRAYER
7:30 am EUCHARIST ++deceased members of the Carl and Anna Hermes
family
Friday, December 30 th  - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph    
Scripture: Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 / Lk 2:22-40       
7:00 am MORNING PRAYER
7:30 am EUCHARIST + Irving Reubish 
8:00 - 9:00 am - ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
9:45 am EUCHARIST (SCLC) Int: Margie Briks
Saturday, December 31 st     - The Seventh Day in the Octave of
Christmas / Saint Sylvester I, pope
Scripture: 1 Jn 2:18-21 / Jn 1:1-18 
Sunday Scripture: Nm 6:22-27 / Gal 4:4-7 / Lk 2:16-21
4:00 pm RECONCILIATION
5:30 pm EUCHARIST Int: Frank and Mary Theede
Sunday, January 1 st    - The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord /
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
7:30 am EUCHARIST + Lucille Holtz  (Rosary at 7:00 am) 
9:00 am EUCHARIST + James Lies
11:00 am EUCHARIST People of the Parish
NO 7:30 pm EUCHARIST 

 
Christian Mothers: Dues of $4 are due January 1st.  Please
mail to Valeria King at 515 1st St. N, Wahpeton, ND.  

Proclaimers, Servers, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Ushers and Greeters  

Please call the parish office if you are able to he lp at any of the
Masses on December 31 st and January 1 st 

Annual Community Christmas Dinner:  Faith Church,
1589 11th St N, Wahpeton.    Sunday, December 25th

Dinner served at 12 noon.  Turkey and Trimming. 
Transportation available if needed, No Charge  Call 640-
1410, 642-4143 or 642-8416                                            

    

Abortions  continue to be performed every Wednesday in Fargo at
the   Red River Women’s Clinic on 1st Avenue.  We ask you to
please join us in prayer here at the church on Wednesdays during
the hours of 8 am - 12 noon for an end to abortion, and all crimes
against life.  Thank you and may God reward you.                          
                          Cenacle of Life Prayer Group        
        

New St. John's School t-shirts and hooded sweatshirts    
are available with our NEW logo.  Youth:
$10 - white or red, $12 - tie dye red or tie
dye multi t-shirts, $18 - red hooded
sweatshirts.  Adult: $10 white or red t-
shirts.  If you are interested in buying a

shirt or sweatshirt please stop by the office.  For more information
call 642-6116.
       

 God’s Gift of Jesus Christ
 It was December, and nearing Christmas Day.  One night, I had a
most dazzling dream.  In it the Lord spoke to me and said “I am with
you, and bring you, and all mankind, the gifts of Jesus Christ.”

 “The first gift you shall receive is that of Joy.  I will give of myself,
even in times of fear and sadness.  Trust in Me.”  “I give you the gift
of Eternity with Me. Come follow Me and the example of Jesus, the
Son, in all His ways.”  “ I give you the gift of Sweetness.  Though
mankind may believe it as a flow of character for those in search of
dominance over others; it is the humble and kind that are truly
strong.”  “I give you the gift of Understanding.  May you think of
others, and accept them in your differences.”  “I give you the gift of
Silence; a long forgotten treasure.  It is here that you will hear My
voice, and feel secure in My loving embrace when you listen.” I give
you the gift of Charity; that you may show kindness in all you do.”
“I give you the gift of Hope for the good that is to come in heaven. 
Once there, you will no longer have need of it, and you may pass it
on to others in greater need.” “I give you the gift of Rest, for it is in
Me you will feel refreshed.” “I give you the gift of Invitation to be with
Me always.  No matter where you are, I will always be with you!” “I
give you the gift of a Soul in all its purity.  Your only requirement is
to reconcile your faults in order to maintain it and keep its strength. 
With strength in Me, the heaviest of hearts will be lifted from the
chains of despair.” “I give you the gift of Truth.  I AM the Lord of
lords; the King of kings.  Believe in Me!” “So go now.  Evangelize. 
It is of Me in your daily speech and deeds, that all will see Me in
you.  Receive the Eucharist that you will be fed forever.  Lastly,
remember this; I give peace to all mankind if they will but follow
Me.”                                                         Written by Darlyn Weber



PARISH SUPPORT - A TIME TO SHARE        
 Our Tithes to the Lord    (Fiscal Year July 1-June  30)

“No one, in fact, is so poor that they have nothing  to give.” John Paul ll 

Amount Needed Weekly $   11,120.00

Envelope  “Our Return to the Lord” $     9,781.00

    188 Contributors 

Children / Youth $            8.00

   Building Fund $     1,721.00
Plate $        837.71 

    Year-to-Date Collection thru 12-18 $ 282,561.23

Budgeted Amount Needed thru 12-18 $ 278,000.00
Reminder: Please have all 2011 contributions to the  parish office by
December 30 th. 

Thanks be to God for our regular contributors.  Wha t honors God is not
who gives the most, what honors God is all of us do ing what we can.

Music Notes: There will be no practice this week. 
Thank you to all who helpd with our beautiful
Christmas music. 

Youth News

December 28th  - NO Religious Formation Classes - Enjoy your
Christmas break!

Deadline for January Search has been extended to December
28th. 

Great News! We have some students registered to attend the
Catholic Heart Work Camp. There is still a very short time to join
us. All in gr 8-12 are welcome. Please call or email Michelle if
you would join us. More info at http://www.heartworkcamp.com/ 

                                                 

Please pray for the ill and for those who have aske d for
prayers . Please pray for: Lydia Zwilling, Wanda Hought, Sr.
Therese Merrick, Mary Gette, Norma Poppe, Tammy Meyer,
Barb Hagstrom, Jackson Doll, Wyatt Doll, Mary Ruddy, Amelia
Zimmerman, Donna Olson, Gregory Waite, Traci Fink-
VanOeteghem, Ed Straus, Gerald Braun, Richard Myers, Jane
Nold, David Goroski, Pat Goerger, Diane Shorma, Miles Bosch,
Sue Braun, Debbie Flanders, Marietta Webster, Stan Barton,
Lowell Barton, Lola Freitag, Donald Freitag, Robert Schmitt, Ellie
Rezabek-Turner, Mark Schmitt, Cindy Packard, Sophia Geray,
John Miesen, Ila Leinen, Ardel Kressin, Kathy Mauch, Tim Lietz,
Richard Kurowski, Theresa Thompson, Agnes Railing, Bob
Hanson, Francis Schuster, Doug Wanzek, Delores Westphal,
Patricia Geditz, Lucylle Schmitt, Mary Ratzlaff, Marilyn Basore,
Elarine Pelzl, Connor Terfehr, Mary Busta, James Parow,
Audrey Peplinski, Harley Trinka, Deborah Landphere, Hayden
Asche, Mary Ann Siemieniewski, Dawson Wienbar, Virgil
Woytassek, Maria Borikova, Shawn Wieser and Matthew
Wieser.  Praying for our sick is a Corporal Work of Mercy for us
all.  Please notify our office if a name needs to be listed in our
bulletin and please also let us know when a name can be
removed.                                                                            

        

New Course for handing on the Faith:  The Fargo Diocese is
offering a 2-year course for adults. Come learn your faith plus learn
how to better hand on the faith. The course requires a commitment
to read the assignments, submit homework and attend all 4
Saturday seminar days each year (2 in Grand Forks & 2 in Fargo).
Upon successful completion, you will be awarded a Pontifical
Certificate via the Maryvale Institute. Begins Saturday, January 14th.
Deadline to register is January 3, 2012. Cost is $800 a year (that’s
$67.00 a month or 2.20 a day…. It’s worth it!) For more information:
Katie.dubas@fargodiocese.org or 701.356.7908 

Family members of our local Guard unit need our help. The
Family Group Coordinator says it would be helpful to compile a
resource listing for the National Guard families of community
members willing to donate a little of their time & talents. We are not
being asked to provide professional services but willingness to be
a resource for them for similar things we might do at our own
homes: car/mechanical diagnostics(i.e. “Could you come look at my
car. It won’t start.”), snow removal, baby sitting/childcare........ If you
would be willing to offer some help, please call their coordinator
Dollie at 642-6687 or Michelle at the parish.

Behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy th at will be
for all the people...A Savior has been born for you . -- Lk 2:10-11
REFLECTION The good news of Christmas is for everyone, and
especially for the unborn, the most helpless of all.  Christ's birth was
announced first to the lowly, not to the powerful.  Jesus' ministry
continued to follow that pattern:  He consistently sought out those
who were on the outskirts of society. We are called to do the same. 
PRAYER Lord, to welcome You means to welcome the obligations
that Your mission places on us.  This Christmas, I resolve to
intervene for the unborn child.

Advertisers of the Week:  St Johns thanks Century 21 Vista,
Inc. /  Bob Veland, Broker/Associate  for their support of our
weekly bulletin.

Deepest Sympathy  is extended to Kevin King and Sue Pellman and
families  on the death of their step-mother, Joyce King .

May she rest in Eternal Peace!

Soon to be Married 
Please pray for the following couple who is preparing for marriage

within the next few weeks.

Katherine King and Travis Campbell - December 31, 2011

Thanks be to God for you and God bless you!

We priests are very, very grateful for your greeting, cards and gifts

which we are honored to receive during this Holy Season of

Christmas.  Being remembered by you, our parishioners, eans so

much and is very humbling.  We pray that we may be able to serve

well your spiritual needs not only during this sacred season but

throughout this year.  Pease pray for us that we may remain

faithful and good priests.  May you and those you love find in

yourlives the joy of the peace which only Christ can give. 

          Fr. Terry Dodge, Fr. Dale Lagodinski 

 
  
   Merry Christmas!  



CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Thank you to all who made donations for our
beautiful Christmas decorations in honor and
memory of loved ones.

IN HONOR OF

Monica Ehlert by Barb and Donavon Buck 

Elsie Griffith by Larry and Jeanette Miller

Living members of the Niehaus and Masching families by Herb
and Lillian Masching

Herb and Lillian Masching by Larry and Cindy Masching

Audrey Hermes by Mark and Judy Underberg

Monica Ehlert by Kent and Sue Quamme

George and Edna Tauber by Doug and Liz Toussaint

Geneva Miranowski by Daryl & Phyllis Knutson and family

Jason and Ashley Ehlert by Matt Miller

IN MEMORY OF

Mr and Mrs Melvin Olson and Norman King by Valeria King

David West by Jane West family

Frank and Mary Jundt and Barney and Mary Held by Duane Held
family

Ben and Margaret Ehlert and Arnold and May Lambrecht by Dale
and Mary Lambrecht

Louise Lauman and all deceased family members by the Lauman
family

Floriene and Gorden Miller, Corey Gette, Mal and Marie Gette by
Bob and Mary Gette

Henry Krump by the family of Henry Krump

James M Hruza by Irene M Hruza

Diane Boll by Frank and Mary Theede

Farrel Crissler by Carol Crissler

Sylvester M Althoff by MaryAnna Althoff

Kelsey Ann Vetter and Meagan N Berg by Mary, Kevin and Katie
Vetter and Karley and Brady Sykora

Luccile Buck and Lorin Ehlert by Barb and Donavon Buck

Kent Odermann, Ivol Bartelson and Shirley Appell by Timothy and
Angela Appell

Deceased family members by Jim and Tammy Miller

John Griffith, Court and Laura Miller by Larry and Jeanette Miller

Deceased members of the Niehaus and Masching family and all
those who have given their life in service to our country, and those
reported as MIA, by Herb and Lillian Masching.

Norbert and Loren Ehlert by Monica Ehlert

Frank Gregor Jr. by the Gregor families

Luke Allmendinger by Dean and Jo Allmendinger

Dick Haskell by Joyce Haskell

Deceased members of the Ron and Doris Bruesch family by Joyce
Haskell

John and Eva Frank and Laurence and Lucille Braun by Niel and
Marian F. Braun 

Joe Breuer and Mallie Breuer by Mary Joyce and Bob Breuer 

Dan, Wayne and Connie Winter by Tim and Kelly Miller, Kelsey, Tyler
and Ty 

Clarence and Adeline Miller and Harry and Leora Miller by Tim and
Kelly Miller

Leo Nordick by Betty Nordick and family

Patrick Goggin and Jens Bertelsen by Catherine V. Goggin

Don and Ramona Schend by Larry and Cindy Masching

Chuck Dufault by Dori Dufault

Donald Hermes, Jim and Bradley Halstenson, Leo and Frances
Underberg, Kurt Underberg, Alice (Sam) Underberg by Mark and Judy
Underberg 

Rod Nordick, Scott Quamme, Norbert and Bud Ehlert by Kent and Sue
Quamme

Steve Tauber and Lucy Herrick by Doug and Liz Toussaint

John Ciesynski by Geraldine Ciesynski

James Martin family by Jeanette Munson 

Richard Gilles by Mike and Angeline Gilles 

William Koenig, John and Margaret Koenig, Hugo and Martha Stern by
Lester and Pat Stern 

Sylvester Heitkamp by Martha Heitkamp and Joyce Haugen 

Mark Miranowski and Marty and Alton Knutson by Daryl and Phyllis
Knutson and family

Robert Goroski by Betty Goroski

Jeanne Morken and Margaret Leinen by Richard & Penny Leinen and
family

Clarence E Ward by Mark and Joanie Ward

Deborah Weitzel by William and Delores Weitzel 

Gust Sestak by Joanne Sestak

Lyle Osmundson by Carol Osmundson

Jean Muir, Caroline Muir, and Lucylle Sturdevant by Jim and Ellen
Sturdevant



Christmas 2011

THANKS BE TO GOD for all who helped in so many countless, quiet, and even
anonymous ways to make the Christmas season so wonderful this year.

THANKS BE TO GOD for all who gave of their time and energy to the Christmas liturgies:
our marvelous musicians, choir and leaders of song, all who helped create our beautiful environment
in and around our church, who in any way assisted in our excellent liturgies and all who quietly help
us keep our church home clean!  Most of all, we are glad for all who came to pray with us!

THANKS BE TO GOD for those who spent precious time, talent, and treasure organizing
and working at our church throughout the year.  A special thanks to all the committee people who
give so much to coordinate our ministries.

THANKS BE TO GOD for all who so thoughtfully brought to the parish house goodies
as well as gifts of time, talent, and treasure to help us through all the joys and stresses of the
holidays.  We try to personally thank everyone, but some givers are anonymous and others’ names
slip off their gifts and may get misplaced!

    

In the words of Saint Paul to the Philippians: "I GIVE THANKS TO MY GOD
EVERY TIME I THINK OF YOU - WHICH IS CONSTANTLY, IN EVERY
PRAYER I UTTER - REJOICING, AS I PLEAD ON YOUR BEHALF, AT THE
WAY YOU HAVE ALL CONTINUALLY HELPED PROMOTE THE GOSPEL
FROM THE VERY FIRST DAY."  
(Phil 1:3-5)

A PERSONAL NOTE FROM THE PASTORS and STAFF

Thanks be to God for all of you parishioners of Saint John’s.  Your warm
welcomes, supportive cooperation, and willingness to share make our
ministry a happy one.  Thank you so much for taking the time to remember
us with your thoughtful cards and generous gifts this Christmas.  The
appreciation of parishioners really does sustain us.  We are grateful and
honored to shepherd Saint John’s parish family.  God bless each of you.











T H E

C O N N E C T I O N
FAITH

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)    Year B

December 25, 2011

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)  
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

 

Set time aside each day this 
week with other members of 
your household, with other 
members of your parish or 
alone to listen to an sd reflect 
on the living Word of God. 
Use these passages from the 
Lectionary that are assigned 
for Liturgy this week. Reflect 
on how the Lord is inviting you 
to a deeper union with him.

Questions  
of the Week

The Faith  
of the Church

Pope Pius XII marveled at the 

unity of the human race. All 

people share a common origin 

in God, a common nature 

of body and soul, a shared 

dwelling on this earth, and a 

singular supernatural end who 

is God. Moreover, all humans 

are united because Jesus  

came to lead all of us to God 

(Cf. Summi Pontificatus, #3).

o
f   t he  w

ee
k

Qu
estions 

The Stories of Jesus and Santa
There are two stories we often hear 
about at this time of year. One involves 
Santa and the other is about Jesus. 
	 Santa’s story can be heard in a song: 
Santa Claus Is Coming to Town. In 
this song, we are told that Santa is a 
wonderful old man who brings gifts to 
those who are good. But only to those 
who are good. If you cry or pout, if you 
are nasty or bad—forget it! Santa is not 
coming to you. 
	 We should, of course, strive to be as 
good as we can be. But the goodness 
found in Santa’s story is very different 
than the goodness referred to in Jesus’ 
story. In today’s Gospel, the angels 
announce that Jesus is the one who 
brings “joy to all the people.”  
Santa comes to those who are  
good. Jesus comes  
to all—both the  
good and bad alike. 

	 What is revealed in the story of Jesus 

is that Christmas is not about our 

goodness. It is about God’s goodness 

and his grace. What we celebrate on 

this feast day is not the good things that 

we have done, but the great thing that 

God has done in Christ Jesus. Jesus’ 

story reveals the love of God, which is 

promised prior to any of our merits and 

present despite all of our sins. 

	 So, unlike Santa, Jesus comes to us 

not because we are good, but because 

we need him—because we are sinful, 

broken, and weak. God’s love is not 

based on our accomplishments, but 

on his free choice. This is the basis of 

Christmas joy. This is the Good News. 

The Good News of Christmas is that Christ came 
to save all people. Thereby, Jesus challenges us 
to extend our love as wide as possible. God allows 
the sun to shine on both the good and the bad. 
Thus, we are called to love our enemies (see Matt 
5:43–45).

Adults
In light of God’s graciousness to me, what steps can I 

take to make peace with those who have offended me?

Children
Since Jesus has loved and forgiven me, how can  
I forgive others who have made fun of or hurt me?

* **

Isaiah 9:1–6
Titus 2:11–14
Luke 2:1–14

Matthew 10:17–22
“. . . the one who endures  
to the end will be saved.” 

John 20:1a, 2–8
“. . . he saw and believed.”

Matthew 2:13–18
“Out of Egypt I have  

called my son.”

Luke 2:22–35
“. . . for my eyes have seen  

your salvation . . .”

* ***

Luke 2:22–40
“. . . the favor of God  

was upon him.”

John 1:1–18
“And the Word became flesh 

and lived among us . . .”

*Alternate readings exist for this day.
**Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
***�Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, 

and Joseph



Responding to God’s Word . . .

Meditation 
Moment

S u g g e s t i o n s

A Prayer for Mercy 

 

Gracious God, it is 

difficult to love as you love. 

You care for everyone you 

have made, the good and bad 

alike. When I experience hurt from 

others, I want to strike back. I do 

not want to forgive. In this holy 

season, enlarge my heart. As I 

accept your mercy, make me 

merciful to others.  

Amen.

Santa’s news is that if you are good, 

you might receive a new computer or 

even a new car. Jesus’ news is better. 

When we have sinned, failed, or been 

selfish, Jesus assures us that we can 

still receive the love of God, if we open 

our hearts. God’s love can destroy evil. 

It is stronger than death itself. 

	 If we borrowed Santa’s melody, 

Jesus’ song might go like this:

There’s no need to watch out.  

It’s okay if you cry.  

You can sing or you can pout,  

I’m telling you why.  

Jesus Christ is coming to you.

He’s forgotten his list.  

He forgives more than twice.  

He’s the Lord of us all,  

both the naughty and nice.  

The Prince of Peace is coming  

      to you.

He sees you when you’re sleeping.  

He knows when you’re awake.  

He saves you if you’re bad or good  

with a power no sin can break.

So—put sadness aside.  

Let loose with a cry.  

There’s no reason to hide,  

I’m telling you why.  

The Love of God is coming to you!

Use one of these suggestions or 
one of your own to respond to 
God’s Word this week.

In the home. During this holiday 
season, identify someone who is 
alienated from your family. Pray 
for him or her.

In the workplace or in school. 
Reflect upon someone who is 
dealing with loss or hardship in 
this joyful season. Find a way to 
show support.

In the community. Take a family 
member or friend and give time 
and energy to one of the many 
organizations that care for the 
poor or homeless.

A parent attended a confirmation 
class for a teenage son. It was the 
fourth Sunday of Advent, so the 
teacher began the class with the 
lighting of the Advent wreath. After 
explaining that the fourth candle 
stands for Jesus, the teacher asked 
a boy to light the candle. Next a 
girl read, “The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has 
never put it out.” Suddenly snickers 
came from the class as the flame 
started to go out. The father prayed, 
“Lord, don’t let that flame go out. 
The symbolism is too important 
for these young people.” All eyes 
watched as the flame slowly 
reversed itself and burned brightly.

For reflection . . .
What can I do to make the light of Christ 
burn more brightly in today’s darkness?

Welcome Jesus at Christmastime,  
not in a cold manger of our heart . . . 
but warm with love for one another.

Mother Teresa

From Mission by Mark Link, SJ

Carry this thought in your heart 
as a guide for your faith journey 
this week.

But you, our God, are kind  
      and true,  
Patient, and ruling all things  
      in mercy.  
For even if we sin we are  
      yours . . . 

The Book of Wisdom 15:1–2

The Book of Wisdom  

About one hundred years  

before Christ’s birth, a Jew 

living in Alexandria composed 

the Book of Wisdom, which 

Catholics hold as inspired 

Scripture. This author draws 

upon the richness of the Jewish 

tradition to address the people 

of his own time.  

He stresses the universal power 

and mercy of God.
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